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Our winter season is in full swing as more members return to our piece of Paradise.  The activities sponsored by the Social Club are listed later in this publication.  And as we return, a friendly reminder is included with this mailing, the Summary and Reference Guide to our documents.  Living within a condo community necessitates everyone’s cooperation when we are in such close proximity.  Everyone has agreed to abide by our documents  by living up to our commitments.  Our personal preferences, at times, must be set aside for the good of our entire community.  Let’s enjoy our time in Paradise.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact Jim Kenney at Fairway Mgmt.  
Please find attached the Board’s meeting minutes from November and December 2008 along with the approved 2009 Budget.  

The first notice for our annual meeting coming up on March 7, 2009 has been enclosed.  
Please note a proposal asking the membership to waive the required 2008 financial compilation has been included on the ballot.  Beginning this year, the Florida statute allows the membership to approve a waiver each year for up to three (3) consecutive years.  The compilation is not an audited CPA document; it is the detailed information (see line 5, next paragraph) you receive presented in a summary-type format.  The cost is $2,625.00 for the yearly compilation to be formulated.  
In looking at the cost versus usage, if this waiver is not approved, the additional cost to Association members will be $ 1.84 a month per unit or $ 22.05 for this year.  In 2006, there were no requests (0/119ths) and in 2007, there were 2 requests (2/119ths) or 2.38% of owners requested this information.  Prior to 2006 the Association was not required to furnish the compilation, since it is based on the approved operating budget totals.  It is hard to justify the cost, obliviously; the Florida legislature felt the same way.  
A “yes” vote is recommended to approve the compilation waiver.  The membership will continue to receive the yearly financial reports, which include: the Balance Sheet, a listing of expenditures, and the Profit and Loss data as stated in our documents.  As you are aware, our financial records are open for inspection by appointment with Fairway Management.
A proposed amendment of the Bylaws, Article 4.0 addresses the length of a Director’s term.  The Florida legislature has mandated a 2 (two) year term for Directors, which will become effective at this annual meeting.  The approval of the amendment would align our documents with the statute’s requirement.  
There is one Directorship open beginning March 2009, please think seriously about what you may contribute to our community by serving as a Director.  The Intent for Candidate is enclosed with the annual meeting notice; please pay close attention to the instructions when submitting your intent.
The remaining proposed amendments have been discussed by our members over the last couple of years.  The Board at our December meeting established the ballot proposals for the membership’s consideration to achieve a more retirement-friendly atmosphere in an active community such as ours.
The palms have been trimmed by Amerilawn and overall, the Park is looking good.  You may notice the lawn in front of the Clubhouse appears a little scruffy; this is due to using granulated weed and feed.  The beginning of the dormant season is when we see the effects of the granule application.  The Floritan (St. Augustine) grass will soon fill in where the weeds and Bermuda grass have died.  Please be patient.

The outside directory has been updated and our Community Phone Directory for 2009 will be available in January.  If there happens to be a misprint, please advise, so a correction may be included in the next newsletter.  
Unfortunately, a pair of individuals recently chose to ignore our “no solicitation” posting.  As the times get tougher we may see more un-invited persons within our Park.  The Association and Fairway suggest if you are approached, get the name of the organization the solicitor is representing, state you are not interested, and that you are calling the police.  Please report this intrusion to Fairway as there are other agencies who can also address this problem. 

Document challenge:  In an effort to clarify what our documents state, not what we think they contain; below are listed points for an educational discussion at our Annual meeting.  Please take the time to review your documents and bring your document book with you for reference.    

1) Our documents allow a “For sale or rent” sign to be posted, where may the sign be located?
2) Our documents allow pets within our Community, how so?
3) Our documents allow a prohibited vehicle within our Park; under what circumstances?
As most of you are aware, the new tables at the Clubhouse are in place; what a difference!  On behalf of the Association, we would like to thank the Social Club for their contribution in sharing the cost.
The Association is saddened to report the passing of Cliff (Smitty) Smith of unit 79; we extend our sympathies to Pat and their family.  Smitty was a hard worker, who was a great support to this Community.  We will miss seeing him wearing his engineer’s cap pedaling his three-wheeler down the street.  
The Association welcomes Scott Musick from Oklahoma, who recently purchased unit #  88.

Several members gathered on December 5th to trim the Christmas tree and decorate the Hall.  Thanks to the Cooks, Dietlins, Wallizceks, Williams, Meloches, and Ann Isacoff, the Clubhouse never looked better.

AND:    “We Remember When!” is the theme for the upcoming variety show to be presented by the Leisure Living Players on March 7, 2009.  
The variety show will encompass different acts, music, songs, dances, and skits based on the past; you are not limited to a particular time in history.  Those participating will be responsible for their own music, props, and practice time.  It was decided to hold limited rehearsals where the entire cast is required.  Everyone and anyone can be (and is encouraged to be) a Leisure Living Player!  

If you have a fun-filled type entertainment you would like to share with your neighbors or you would like to participate, contact Janet Hunt @ 952-2901.  There will be short skit material available if you would like to perform, but don’t have the material.  In order to accommodate the entire cast, please limit your routine to a maximum of four (4) minutes.  

Please submit your “entertainment” particulars to Janet and plan on participating in an initial meeting of everyone in January.  If you are not available, please forward your information (type of entertainment, participants, and timing) for inclusion.  The entire show needs to be firmed as soon as possible, so please do not delay.
Social Club Meeting of December 8th was called to order by Treasurer Norma Dietlin at 10:00 a.m.  There were 8 people in attendance:  Nadine Irwin, Joan Drinkwater, Donna Crisenbery, Cathie Smith, Irene Eckles, Joan O’Malley, Norma Dietlin, and Donna Maike.

November’s minutes were read by Norma Dietlin.  Motion to approve was made by Cathie, and seconded by Nadine.
Social Club continued.

Treasurer’s report was presented by Norma Dietlin:  To date balance is $ 890.40.  New expenses will be $ 255.00 for new Clubhouse tables.  Cathie motioned for approval, Donna M. seconded.

Activities Report:

1) Bingo  7 – 9 p.m. Thursday – Clubhouse

2) Painting Class – Monday – 12:00 – Clubhouse

3) Game Night – Wednesday night – 7:00 p.m. – Clubhouse

4)   Exercise Class – Monday & Wednesday – 9:00 to 9:30 a.m. Clubhouse

5) Welcoming Committee by Irene Eckles:  3 new home sales

6) Lunch Bunch – will resume after Holidays

7) Greeting Cards – Donna Maike gave report as to all she sent (get well & sympathy cards) and was given $ 10.00 replacement funds.

Old Business:

1)  Corner Cabinet – Cathie and Norma will shop for best cabinet.

2)  Kitchen cupboard will be repaired by Stan Nowak.

New Business:

1) 6 and 8 foot tables will be replaced with new weather proof, light weight, but sturdy tables from Sam’s Club.  Board will pay half.  Norma and Cathie will purchase tables.  There are 15 bad tables, which will be stored at Clubhouse until yard sale.  Joan made motion to purchase; motion seconded by Norma and Donna.  The plan is to have tables for Christmas.
2) Breakfast – Since our fire inspection we are unable to use the stoves except to boil water – we cannot cook anything with butter or grease on the stove.  Grill must be moved outside to use.  Several suggestions were made as to what we could have for breakfast without using stoves.  One was biscuits & gravy, sausage, fruit, juice, and coffee.  Further discussion will take place; hopefully, we will continue our breakfasts – 2nd Saturday of each month beginning in January.
3) Christmas Party was discussed; possibly will be potluck.

No other new business.  January 12th meeting for Election of Officers.  










Report given by Donna Crisenbery, Secretary.

The Association Christmas Party was held on December 21st; the celebration was hosted by Dale and Cathie Smith.  There were 26 attendees (residents and guests) at the light supper potluck.  Good food, fun, a few humorous stories and laughs were had by all.  Many thanks to those who helped clean up; it was most appreciated.
WHY? – Is It Human Nature or What?  (A few thoughts from Erma Bombeck)
Why do people constantly return to the refrigerator with hopes that something new to eat will have materialized?

Why is it that whenever you attempt to catch something that’s falling off the table you always manage to knock something else over?

Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries are getting weaker?
And:
The statistics on sanity are that one out of every four persons is suffering from some sort of mental illness.  Think of your three best friends – if they’re okay, then it’s you!
The Board of Directors would like to extend our wishes to the membership for a Joyous and Healthy 2009.  And as long as we are wishing, may the World (very soon) become peaceful, may the economy recover quickly, and may the stock market along with our retirement funds rise! 
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